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DRUGS — HARM REDUCTION 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.25 pm]: During the two-week recess we just had, I was very 
fortunate to meet up with a gentleman who is a prison officer at Casuarina Prison’s maximum-security unit. He 
deals every day with drug users and drug dealers. I am quite sure that everyone here would imagine that a person 
my age would be pretty well fixed on what I would like to do and see done to drug dealers and users; that is, to 
lock them up and throw away the key or burn them at the stake. That is exactly how I felt until after my discussion 
with this gentleman. He told me that we will never solve the drug problem if we continue down the path we are 
on now. 

Every time we catch a drug dealer, it makes no difference. The network continues. If a dealer is caught, tens and 
tens of people are standing behind them to fill the gap. Sums like $20 000 are being offered to young people. They 
will find someone and say, “Look, we’ll fix up your car and give you $20 000 but we want you to deliver this 
package to Kalgoorlie”, or it might be Geraldton, Karratha, Port Hedland or Broome—wherever. It would be very 
difficult for a young person who does not have a lot of money to knock back $20 000 and, in the same deal, get 
their car fixed up. There are backyard and international operations and dealers. The international couriers who get 
caught are quite happy if they get caught, because they have already been paid the money before they make the 
trip to Australia. Their families have the money. They have been able to buy a house and maybe a car. Their 
children will be educated. While that courier is sitting in jail here in Australia, he is getting three meals a day. He 
is getting taught how to speak, read and write English. He may even learn a trade. Because he has been a model 
prisoner, he will be in jail for maybe three years. When he goes back home, he gets a hero’s welcome. That is 
certainly not going to discourage anybody coming from overseas with a package of drugs. 

If drugs were made available legally, all users could get clean drugs and be offered help with their addiction. It is 
called harm reduction. At the moment, people are buying their drugs from backyard dealers who are making these 
drugs using Ajax, window cleaner and oil additives. Then people are heading under a bush or a bridge to shoot up. 
All drug users could be registered and monitored. If an inquiry was to be created by the McGowan government, 
I hope it would be a multifaceted inquiry. I hope that it would talk to the people at the coalface, including police 
officers, drug users themselves and taxidrivers. It is said that we have to be hard on drug dealers. If we remove the 
huge profits that are available to these drug dealers by legalising drugs, the dealers will disappear. 

As for the drug-free wings in our jails, that is just a joke. Prisoners are queueing up to get into the drug-free wings. 
The reason is that they are given extra privileges—extra cigarettes, more internet time and more visitors. Drugs 
are still being used in the drug-free wings. Drugs, so far, have not affected me personally. However, I have 
six grandchildren ranging in age from one year to 15 years old. It may affect them. I hope that the government will 
have an inquiry, perhaps with a select committee. I would definitely give it my support.  
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